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Wind energy continues to 
make news, as capacity 
increases and cost 
decreases. Currently wind 
provides about 12% of the 
global supply of electricity. 



The U.S. gets electricity from a variety of 
sources, and each one has its advantages 
and disadvantages. Natural gas is the biggest 
source. Its biggest disadvantage for investors 
is the variability in price. If we build a new 
plant today, then we need to buy fuel for the 
next 30 years, and we don’t know what the 
prices will be. Every electricity generator 
requires maintenance, but for wind and solar, 
at least the fuel is free.

 



In February of 2021, there was a major power 
outage in Texas during freezing weather. This 
report by the University of Texas tells us that 
every form of electricity generation lost a 
significant amount of capacity, and the worst 
losses came from our biggest source, which 
is natural gas plants. But some people in 
Texas really like fossil fuels, so they started a 
rumor that wind turbines can’t operate in 
freezing weather.




The rest of the world disagrees. Cold 
countries such as Finland and Sweden 
operate wind turbines in weather down 
to -22 degrees F. In the same way, I 
never had my home water pipes freeze 
when I lived in Michigan, but they did 
freeze in the Texas snowstorm. Saving a 
little money on insulation can cause a lot 
of damage to anything. 




So we don’t need hot air for 
wind energy. And which 
country do you think has the 
most wind energy? 




China. CNN has already called it 
a wind energy superpower. 
China used to send young 
engineers to the U.S. to learn 
the latest technology. Now the 
wind may be changing 
direction. 



