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Affordability is an issue for most 
of the things we buy today. 
Housing is the most critical for 
many people. What can we do 
about it?




The obvious answer from supply and 
demand is, we need to build more 
housing in areas where people want 
to live. Unfortunately, builders run into 
roadblocks from land development 
codes based on fear of increased 
traffic.




A number of studies show us 
we’re barking up the wrong tree. 
MORE  housing density produces 
LESS traffic.



This is actually pretty obvious if we realize 
that people are going to move to the cities 
where they want to live and work, even if 
they have to live out in the suburbs. I live in 
Austin. We have a lot more housing 
construction going on in our suburbs, 20 to 
30 miles from downtown, than we do 
within the Austin city limits.




The amount of traffic depends on the 
number of cars, and how many miles 
each one travels per day. So for the 
same number of people, the more 
spread out they are, the more traffic, 
because everybody has to drive more 
miles to work.




Stores and restaurants spring up 
wherever they can find enough customers 
to support them, so high density housing 
makes most things more convenient. And 
if you like having a big private yard, you 
can move out to the suburbs and still get 
into town if the major roads are not 
clogged up with traffic. 



Density is not the only factor in 
affordable housing. Corporate 
ownership is a current issue. But 
for the long term, our city 
planners need to stop creating 
urban sprawl with its traffic.



